BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF

MAPLE RAPIDS
as recalled by Wilma Sowle - 26 July 1994

The Blue Star Mothers was organized near
the beginning of WWII, to benefit
servicemen and women. Armed with the
advice of the St. Johns group, Velma
Upham and Wilma Sowle instituted a
Maple Rapids chapter.

Bertha Abbott, an early member, lost
her son near England. Lyle Smith and
Orin Riker were the names of other
Maple Rapids servicemen who were killed
in WWIL

A major function of the Blue Star
Mothers was to pack and ship gift boxes to
service personnel. They tried to send each
person a box near their birthday and
everyone a box at Christmas time. Local
businesses contributed items. Individuals
gave homemade cookies, candy, and other
items. Chewing gum, toothbrushes, soap,
socks, handkerchiefs, combs, and similar
supplies were used as they tried to stuff
every nook and cranny of each package.

Another of the group's activities was to
occasionally travel to the veterans'
hospital in Grand Rapids to visit and stage
parties for the patients there. The women
took along cookies and other re-freshments
and organized bingo games, giving out
money and useful gifts as prizes. Every
month they donated money for the support
of the Veterans' Hospital.

In conjunction with other chapters, the
Maple Rapids women helped buy a house
near Lake Orion for homeless veterans.
Wilma Sowle laughs to recall the time
about 1943 when she, Mattie Upton,
Nellie Low, and Belle Schmidt trans-
ported a cow from Maple Rapids to the
Lake Orion house. The Blue Star Mothers
had purchased Bossie from Woodrow
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Upton for the milk she could produce, and
these stalwart ladies took on the delivery
assignment. The trailer was rickety, so they
had to stop often to make sure the cow
was still there. The journey proved long
and troublesome. Although the cow and
escorts survived the trip, it was
memorable! The need for the Lake Orion
house was not as large as anti-cipated, and
it was disposed of after a few years' use.

In time the organization cleaned up the
Maple Rapids Cemetery and revived the
Memorial Day services held there. The
veterans, the GAR, the WRC, bands, and
others paraded from the Grange Hall
(sometimes called the Oddfellows Hall) to
the cemetery. A potluck dinner would
follow at the hall after the memorial
services.

HOWARD D. EDDY 1899-1994

Howard D. Eddy, 94, of Pleasant Hills,
CA, died June 13, 1994, at Guardian of
Concord.

A native of Eagle, MI, Mr. Eddy lived in
CA for 40 years and previously lived in
Lansing, South Africa, NY City, Dayton,
OH; and Oakland.

He owned Eddy Motors in Concord for
28 years and was a member of Mt. Diablo
Masonic Lodge F&AM #448 in Concord;
Grand Ledge Lodge F&AM #179 [for 70
years]; Aahmes Temple in Livermore;
Scottish Rite in Oakland; Concord Rotary
Club; and National Automobile Dealers
Assoc. He also served as past president of
Concord High Twelve and was a former
board member of Costra Costa Savings and
Loan and Mt. Diablo First National Bank.

He is survived by his wife, Marion Eddy
of Pleasant Hill, CA; son, Elton Eddy of
Rio Vista; 2 daughters, Joanne Applegate
of San Pedro and Helen O'Connor of Park















