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SMITH AND DAVIS PARKS
PIONEERS OF DALLAS TWP.

This essay on the Parks families has been edited from a manuscript
written in 1952 by Eva (Shafley) Craun, It was included in the
genealogy material acquired by Marvel J. (Schriber) Lippert, a copy
of which she has lately given to the archives. Eva Craun wrote
extensively on the Parke/Parks lincage. See Lippert’s 5-generalion
chart on another page.

Davis Parks was one of the nine children of Smith and Mary
(Lord) Parke. Somewhere between Canaan, New York, where
Davis was born (October 16, 1792), and his home as a man in Dallas,
Michigan, his name became changed from "Parke" to "Parks."

Davis lived in Canaan, Columbia County, New York, until after
his marriage in the autumn of 1811, at nineteen years of age, to
Catherine Coons at Albany County, New York. Soon after
marriage they moved to Madison County, New York. Here their
first child was born in 1812, The second child was born in Genesee
County, New York, in 1816. In 1821 they moved to Allegheny
County, New York, and from there to Sandusky County, Ohio.
They then settled in Novi Township, Oakland County, Michigan, in
1833, and finally located in Dallas Township, Clinton County,
Michigan, in 1837.

There were several factors entering into this migration. In the first
place there had been a leveling off of classes following the
Revolution. These peoples were of European heritage where
those with privilege were those with land. Speculators took
advantage of the trend and circulated by the thousands glowing
praises of the land just beyond.

In the second place, military pay was largely by land bounties.
Nearly every man was a member of his state militia in order to
protect himself and family during Indian uprisings and the numerous
conflicts with the various nations claiming territory
in America. Of necessity, the land bounties each time were










































