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ANSTEY HOUSE AN OLD
LANDMARK

The Clinton Republican
9 May 1901, page 1

A group of old men stood near the corner of
Railroad Street and Clinton Avenue a few days ago
recalling incidents and conditions of years ago before
the days of village councils vs. franchises and many
moons before St. Johns had any prospects of
becoming the hustling young city it is today. They
were watching the taking away of the old Anstey
House which has occupied that site so long. There
was one old settler there who came to St. Johns in
1847, where nothing could be seen but forest and low
land. He told interesting tales of the early life of the
pioneer.

When the old building was finally jacked up
and moved to the street the natural level of Clinton
Avenue could be seen. It had all been filled in to a
depth of seven or eight feet.

"This used to be all swamp in here," said one
man, "flags, willows and overgrown mosquitos. An old
corduroy road used to run along where Spaulding’s
store is now down to the old Swegles mill. That used
to stand where Wood's mill stands now. Only a few
years ago, when the sewer was being put through on
Higham Street, the old corduroy road was struck when
the men were down five or six feet."

Nehemiah Walton came to St. Johns in March,
1856, from New York. His brother, H. W. Walton,
came in January preceding. In 1859 the Anstey
House was built, called at first the Walton House.





















