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LOWE CHURCH CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
October 7, 1990
abastracted from Helen MURTON's

centennial history

The circuit rider had a prominent
part 1in the beginning of Lowe
Church. Rev. WILBRY, in the fall
of 1844, was appointed to the first
clircult, covering a large area from
Portland and Lyons to DeWitt and
extending into Barry County to the
southern part of Clinton County and
Duplain. The first Methodist
. religious organization formed 1in
Esaex Township was in 1846 and may
- have been <connected with the
Duplain Circult. At about the same
era, 1855, Rev. GUNDERMAN, a
Baptist minister, organized and
held services in the Hammond
8chool, preaching there until he
became a chaplain In the army at
the beginning of the Civil War. He
held a mid-winter revival one year
during . which Dbaptismal services
took place In the waters of the
creek. The persons were

The

then
wrapped in a warm blanket and taken -

to the Hammond house. Archives show
us that this was the  Thowe of
Humphrey and Mary HAMMOND, Section
26, Essex Twp., property of SBKINNER.
first families to attend these
worship sezrvices by Rev. GUNDERMAN
were- the LUCK8, HAMMONDS, ROLFS,
GREENWOOD8, John WARDS and Willlam
WARDS .

In the fall of 1856 the Maple Rapids

"Clrcult was formed, and Methodists in
. the rural area held thelr services at

the Prairie 8choolhouse once every
two weeks for nine years. Rev. N. L.
OTI8 was assigned to preach this
cixcuit with a salary of $350. The
circuit consisted of Prairle School,
Maple Rapids, Cowles 8chool, and East
and West Greenbush. By 1897 the
cirxcult was Lowa, Greenbush, and
Maple Raplds with A. O. CARMEN as
minister. Sunday 8chool, as well as
preaching services, was held at the
schoolhouse. There were no lesson
books for those who attended Sunday
School, so each child learned verses
from the Bible. The prlzes for
learning the most verses were a cake
of maple sugar, a bunch of grapes, or
an orange.

At a Fourth Quarterly Conference
Meeting of the Maple Rapids Clrcult,
Lansing District, it was moved and
passed that a board of trustees be
elected to be known as the Second
Methodist Eplscopal Church of Essex
Township. Elected were Elder
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