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Come Visit Us.

4 publicgtioq of the Genealogists of the Clinton County Historical Society

GUNNISONVILLE - epontinued

by Alta Gunnisonville Pierce

I have wondered how the roads were built
in the township and how it was decided
which ones were to be built, but I find

in the County History along with the

list of supervisors, highway commissioners,
this item, "In an examination of the early
highway records, Road No. 1 is described
as to location, No. 2, the same, then
these two sentences—--5Said road teo be six
rods wide from the first to the second
section, and the remainder four rods
wide--The commissioners of highway
continued to survey and award contracts
for the construction of highways as the
presence of settlers demanded them."

As T have mentioned before, Captain

Scott came to DeWitt in 1833 and it was
he who platted the present village of
Dewitt. The Tirst hetel was a cabin just
east of the late Mark Pennell's old farm
home on the north egide of the road in the
in the east part of the village and the
first bridge across the Looking Glass
River was just to the south. My Ffather
pointed out the approach to the vld
bridge to my a number of years ago.
Captain Scott built & log hotel later

on in the sane block that the old Clinton
House stood in, but further south and 1o
the west.

From the County History, I find Court was
held at DeWitt in private houses, the
gchool heuse, the hotel, in the third
story and even the Baptist Church, those
first years. First jurors from the
Gunnisenville neighborhood were W. Moore,
Orange Cushman, and Elihu Gunnison in 1839.
In May 1841 Gilbert Cushman, Johnathon
Pearsall and Elihu Gunnison were three

of the Jurors and in the fall of that
year, Morrig Cushman wan cne also. In
April 1830 Hiram W. Stowell was elected
Judge of Probate and cne of his first

acts was to appoint Belinda Cushman ds
Guardian o% Mg?ﬁ and E%ar%ea Eugﬁman
who were the minor children of Ira

Cushman. This was April 11, 18L0.

Oetober 12, 1840, County buildings were ordered
by the Board of Supervisors and $400.00
appropriated. Captain Secott deeded a plot of
ground for the sum of $10.00 for a public square
with the provision that it should be returned te
him or his heirs if the County Seat was ever
moved and when the present Masonic Hall in
DeWitt was built in 1888, I remember my father
looking up this old deed of Captain Scott and
making a settlement with his heirs. A publie
office building was erected on this square and

was first oeccupied in January, 1843 althouph
it was not entirely finished. (T belieye
this building .s still standing.) £ jail and

residence were built at the same time, they were
to the south and east (where Theododore
Richardson lived unfil his death.) DeWitt was
the County Seat until 1847 when it was moved to
8t. Johng, the DeWitt people fighting until the
last to retain it. The old Jjail was used until
1862. .

The only doctors were at DeWitt, although one of
them, D~. Levi D. Jennison originally took up
two forties in the Gunnisonville area. Dr.
Marvin came in 1835, Dr. Jennison and Dr. Stowell
in. 1837, Dr. Moore in 1839, Dr. Bacon in 1852,
Dr. "lopping in 1854 and Dr. Simmons in 1878,

The first newspaper was started at DeWitt,

about 18L2 by Mark Childs and was called "The
Clintonian." Publishing tax sales wag the main
source of revenue but mention is made of receipt
of twelve shillings from Alfred Gunnison on a
subscription in 1842. One number of the paper
dated July 13, 18LL, gzave an account of the hth
of July celebration held at DeWitt--at that time
the largest village in the county, containing
as Mr. Childs humerously put it, "three dry
goods stores, eight mechanie shops, orne hotel,
the Clinton House, two attorneys and two
physicians.

The first saw mill erected in the township was at
DeWitt, erected by Hiram Wilcox im 1873. It was
ol the south side of the river and just north of
the road going to what is now the Omar Dills
























