CLINTON COUNTY

Clinton County, as well as many other counties in the lower
peninsula was originally part of Wayne County which was laid out
in 1796, by Winthrop Sargent, Acting Governor of the old North-
west Territory. Subsequent proclamations by Governor (Cass plac-
ed it in Oakland and Kalamazoo Counties. 1In 1836, the entire
area of the county was embraced in a single township - DeWitt.
On March 12, 1839, the Michigan Legislature officially organized
Clinton County. The County was administered by a county board
of three officers appointed by the Governor. This practice con-
tinued until April, 1827, when the present Board of Supervisors
system was effected.

The greater part of the pioneer settlers in Clinton County, were
farmers from the State of New York. It is not surprising,

there fore, that agriculture, particularly wheat farming, formed
the basis of the county's early economy - a situation which
holds true even today. Lumbering was also a major employer as
saw mills sprung up at various locations throughout the county.
Many of these early settlements evolved as present cities and
villages. '

The population of the county was 529 at the time of its earliest
census in 1837. Subseguent census figures indicated spectacular
early growth with 3,060 in 1845, 13,923 in 1860, and over 23,000
persons in 1874.

The first settlement in the county was made at the place now
known as Maple Rapids by George Campau in 1826. David Scott,
who has generally but erroneously been mentioned as the first
settler in the county, located on the Looking Glass River in

the present township of DeWitt, in 1833. The county seat was
originally established in the Village of DeWitt until 1857 when,
by a township vote of 233-3, it was removed to St. Johns.

BINGHAM TOWNSHIP

Bingham Township was organized on March 21, 1839. It was orig-
inally a part of DeWitt Township and, at the time of its organ-
ization, included the territory of Ovid, Duplain, and Greenbush
Townships. It was named in honor of Governor K. S. Bingham.
The Township was first settled in 1837 by Lucius Morton. The
first town meeting was held April 3, 1839.

CITY OF ST. JOHNS

In 1852, the post office of "Bingham" was established by George

Estes to serve a fast growing saw mill community. It was moved
in 1854, to the newly established settlement of St. Johrs named
in honor of John Swegles, its first settler. The villace was

officially platted by Swecles and eleven associates of March 25,
1856, as the "village of &€t. Johns," In 1857, the village re-
coived an economic boost with the completion of the laying of
the track through St. Johns of the Detroit and Milwaukee Rail-
road. In January of that year, it received its first passenger
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