Family Histories
Featured here are family histories which were submitted ca
1993 for a proposed supplement to the 1980 Clinton County
History book. (See Clinton Co. Trails, Vol. 12, #1.)

Roy & Mamie (Melvin) Gibson Family

by Jean Gibson
Joshua LeRoy Gibson,"Roy," at age 29, and
Jemima Hall Melvin, "Mamie," at age 32,
were married in March of 1922 in Jackson Co.
and went to live in a two-story house on the
southeastern corner (70 acres) of Airport and
Chadwick Roads in Olive Twp., Clinton Co.,
purchasing the property from A.D. "Deb"
Devereaux. Both buyer and owner later had a
difficult time to keep the property during the
depression.

Mamie, borm July 12, 1890, the
daughter of Alexander and Barbara (Hall)
Melvin, had come with friends from
Aberdeen, Scotland, to Toronto, Canada,
leaving behind her parents and siblings. From
there she went to Jackson, MI, where a
brother-in-law John Knight and son Alex lived
having previously come from Scotland. Later
her sister Barbara came to join her husband
John. Barbara and John later moved to Detroit
where they raised their children Alex, John,
Barry, and Eddy. This family often went to
Mamie and Roy's farm to visit and spend the
weekend.

Roy was born May 3, 1893, on Jackson
Road, south of Breckenridge in Gratiot Co. to
George and Annie (Ladyman) Gibson. Roy
had a half-brother Charles from his father's
first marriage. He also had an older brother
Ted who died at age 16. Later Roy and his
parents moved to Rives Junction in southern
Michigan where his father had first lived after
arriving here from England. Roy worked in a
brick factory there. It was during this time that
he met Mamie.

Charles had bought a farm and
remained in Gratiot Co. He married Maude
Shaw and to this union were born two children
Henry and Dorothy. After the death of Roy's
mother, his father married a third time.

Mamie and Roy spent all their years
together at the same farm, raising various
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crops and animals. They sold milk, hogs, and
eggs. They had little recreation outside of
visiting relatives and friends and going to town.
Sometimes they attended the Farmers' Club,
which was a neighborhood get-together, and
they went to the Simmons School Christmas
programs. Mamie received her citizenship
papers on Dec. 7, 1942, of which she was very
proud.

Their son Melvin Roy Gibson was
born Sept. 12, 1924. While home he spent
most of his time helping his dad with the
farming. Any extra time was spent playing ball.
After Melvin's graduation from St. Johns High
School in 1943 he held various jobs as well as
farming rented ground. On Dec. 19, 1948, he
married Jean Ione Farrier at the DeWitt
Community Church. Melvin and Jean lived on
his recently purchased farm further west on
Chadwick Road. He continued farming and
later also drove school bus for the St. Johns
Public Schools while Jean taught school for
several years in many schools within the
county; and also retired from the St. Johns
Public Schools. They had five children: Paula
Jean, Beckie Jo, Tod J., Ted M., and Lon R.
All are now married with families of their own
and living in the area.

In March of 1975 both Roy and Mamie
went to live in a nursing home in St. Johns
when Roy, after several small strokes, could no
longer take care of things at home. Mamie died
while there on Aug 6, 1975. Their first great
grandchild Jodie Renae Pettigrew was born
just a few weeks before her death. Roy died of
pneumonia on June 28, 1981, after being
moved to another nursing home located north
of St. Johns. Both are buried near the front of
the DeWitt Cemetery.

Now Roy and Mamie's grandson Ted,
his wife Barbara (Hodges), and their three
children Andrea, Luke, and Elizabeth live in
that two-story house on the southeastern
corner of Chadwick and Airport Roads.
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