FAMILY HISTORIES

Featured here are family histories which were submitted ca 1993 for a proposed
supplement to the 1980 Clinton County History book. (See Qinton Co. Trails, Vol. 12, #1.)

John Peter Bertram

By Julia Wieber

John Peter Bertram, born September 7,
1844, probably in Detroit, was the son of
Lorenz Bertram and Maria Katherine Bohr.
He moved with his mother to Westphalia
around 1860 after the death of his father.

In 1870, John founded Bertram’s
Drugstore  (the first drugstore in
Westphalia). Both John and his son Louis
(who succeeded him in business) were
famous for their top-grade, fresh-roasted
peanuts.

In 1872, John married Theresia
Rademacher, born in 1854, daughter of
John P. Rademacher and Theresa Platte.

They had fourteen children (8 sons
and 6 daughters): John , b. 1873°-d.1885;
Mary K., b. May 5, 1875, m. John 1.
Wieber; Leo, b.1879 - d.1885; Pauline,
b.1881-d.1884; Louis W., b.June 21, 1882 -
d. February 22, 1948 (succeeded his father
in  drugstore  business); Clara, b.
1886-d.1887; Martha (Sister Alexia), b. July
23, 1888 - d. Feb. 1, 1920 (joined the
convent about 1907); Herman,
b.1895-d.1895; Francis W. (Reverend
Father), b.April 2, 1896 - d. Jan. 23, 1973
(ordained priest in Detroit-September 10,
1922); Joseph; Anthony A.; Louise M.;
William; and Catherine V., m. Ben Long.

John Peter Bertram died in 1929 at
the age of 84. His wife, Theresia, died in
1942 at age 88. Both are buried in St
Mary's cemetery in Westphalia beside six of
their children and John’s mother.
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Philip Cook

By Julia Wieber
Philip Cook, born December 14, 1832 in
Germany, was the son of John Cook and
Mary E. Wieber of Germany.

Philip’s first marriage was to Mary
Catherine Schaefer. They had twelve
children:  Elizabeth, m. August Simon;
Anna (remained single); John, m. Mary
Fedewa; Peter,m. Anna Maria Dunnebacke;
Mathias, m. Katherine Smith; Louis, m.
Mary Smith; Catherine, m. Joseph Wieber;
Margaret, m. John Simon; Helena, m.
Nicholas Kramer; Theresa, m. John Schiller;
Clara, m. Ed Platte; and Joseph (bachelor).

After the death of his first wife,
Philip Cook, now 59, married Margarethe
Naumes Huhn Kloeckner, a twice-widowed
49 year old, who had five young children
stil at home. They were married on
September 19, 1893, in St. Mary's Church
in Westphalia.

They lived in the Vvillage of
Westphalia in the house Philip had built on
the corner of Westphalia and Beech Streets.
They were married for 19 years. In these
years, Philip was remembered as a good
stepfather to Margarethe’s children.

On January 31, 1911, Margarethe
died of Bright’s Disease (a kidney iliness).
She was 67 years old. She is buried in St.
Mary’s Cemetery in Westphalia beside her
first husband, Joseph Huhn. Philip died
March 9, 1923, at age 90, on the
homestead, which is 2 miles west and 2
miles north of Westphalia, now the Howard
Cook farm on Clintonia Road. He is buried
in St. Mary’s Cemetery beside his first wife,
Mary Catherine Schaefer.
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