FAMILY HISTORIES

Featured here are family histories which were submitted ca 1993 for a proposed supplement
to the 1980 Clinton County History book. (See Clinton Co. Trails, Vol. 12, #1.)

DOAK-DAYTON

by Alice L. (Mrs. John Dayton) Robertson

James and Lydia Doak left Rochester,
NY, about 1854 with their daughters
Hattie and Caroline Adelia and at least a
part of Lydia’s family from the deceased
Nathaniel Brown. They bought land in
the St. Johns area (first at Grand Ledge)
where he was a farmer and land developer.
Due to a broken marriage, James married a
young woman, Mahala, and lived in West
Bingham next to his dau. Adelia, Mrs. A.
Bradley Fitch. He d in 1882 and was
buried in St. Johns cemetery.

Lydia Doak, believed to have been
born Phelps. lived with her dau. Maria
Brown Foster Bush and died in 1896 at the
home of her grandson, Charles Foster.
She was also buried in St. Johns Cemetery,
but neither Lydia’s or James’s graves have
been found.

Harriet Doak married a son of
Samuel Buell Dayton, Charles E. They
moved to Lansing and in 1890 went on to
Oregon. Harriet and Charles had children:
Arthur who had a daughter, Barbara: Dr.
Floyd (never married); and Ada who
married Rev. John Robertson. They had
John Dayton Robertson who was taken at
age two weeks when his parents died and
raised by his grandmother. She lived to be
94.

John Dayton Robertson married and
has five children. His son Alan has a son
Adam, aged 3.
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DAYTON-PHILLIPS-
ROBERTSON

by Alice L. (Mts. John Dayton) Robertson

Samuel Buell Dayton’s parents were
Samuel and Mary Gardiner/Gardner
Dayton of Long Island, NY. They lived
for a time in Cuba. Tompkins Co., NY, and
some of the family remained there.

Samuel married Lucinda Phillips
and traveled to Michigan buying the first of
many properties, 40 acres at Eaton Rapids
in 1837. He bought and sold properties in
at least three counties: Clinton, Ingham,
and Eaton. He died suddenly in 1867 at
Watertown, and was buried in Delta Center
Cemetery in a plot owned by Philip Philips
who is believed to be Lucinda’s father. The
Philips family disappears from view leaving
few traces.

Samuel’s son, Charles E., who
also has a stone in Delta Center Cemetery,
remarried after his wife’s death.  Harriet
Doak and their family went on to Salem.
OR.

Samuel had other  children,
including a son, Dallas.  Samuel stems
from Ralph Dayton, who arrived in
Connecticut about 1638, and there 1s
research back to England in the 1200’s.
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EARL JTAMES WHITLOCK
by Joyce (Mrs. Earl James) Whitlock

Earl J. Whitlock was born on July
25, 1921, at the family farm in section 28 of
Greenbush Twp., the son of Earl O. and
Emma (Crom) Whitloek, grandson of
William J. Whitlock. This farm has been
in the same family since its purchase in
1838.

He received his formal education at
the Richmond School and Rodney B.
Wilson High School in Si. Johns,
graduating in 1940. He then went to work
m Lansing for the John Bean Co. World
War 11 began in 1939, and in 1942 Earl was
drafted into the Army Air Corp. He was
eventually stationed at an airbase in
Norwich, England, where he served the
remainder of the war.

Upon his return, he has worked in
various factories around Lansing, finally
retiring from Oldsmobile in 1986. He
married Joyee Cavalieri on Nov. 27, 1948,
They have continued the family tradition of
residing in Clinton Co. by living in DeWiltt
Twp. Earl was one of the charter members
of the Twp. Fire Department when it was
reorganized in 1965.

Their family consists of three sons,
James, David, and Gregory, all of whom
have been involved serving the public in
their respective communities at some point
in time. James, born July 29, 1950, is now
an elementary school principal in Lapeer,
MI. He was married May 6, 1972, to
Krista Waterson of Lansing.They have
three children: Michele, Anthony, and
Michael. David, born January 5, 1952, is a
school teacher presently working in the
state correctional system. . David served
one term as a Clinton Co. Commissioner
from DeWitt Twp. (1977-78). Gregory,
born March 22, 1956, also works for the
State of Michigan at present.  Greg
previously served as DeWitt Twp. clerk for

seven years (1980-87).
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EPITAPHS

The New York Mail (ca June 4, 1880)
In wandering through the various resting
places of the dead, onme might well
exclaim, “Where are the sinners buried?”
Surely their graves are not here; the
inscriptions on marble, shaft, or slab
indicate the resting places of the good
alone. But in going here and there
through old cemeteries, especially in
England, one often comes across
inscriptions strangely unlike those of the
present day. Let us pass by the ordinary
ones and read some of the extraordinary
ones.

The two wives of Thomas Sexion are
buried in a churchyard near Newmarket.
Upon the grave of the first one is the
following:

Here lies the body of
Sara Sexton.
She was a wife that never vexed one. |
can’t say so much for the one at the

next stone.

Here is another:
Here lies my dear wife, a sad slattern
and shrew. If1 said I regretted her, I

should lie too.

On a tombstone in Cyford:
Here, deep in the dust,
The old, muddy crust
Of Nell Batchelor lately shoven;
Who was skilled in the arts
Of pies, pudding and tarts,

And knew every use of the oven.
When she had lived long encugh
She made her last puff—

A puff by her husband much raised—
Now here she doth lie,

In hope that her crust may be raised.
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