FAMILY HISTORIES

Featured here are family histories which were submitted ca 1993 for a proposed supplement
to the 1980 Clinton County History book. (See Clnton Co. Trails, Vol. 12, #1.) Shirley E.
(Mrazek) VanVleet wrote the histories in this issue.

GARY and SHIRLEY

VAN VLEET

Gary Allan VanVleet married Shirley
Ellen Mrazek, daughter of Louis and
Edna Mrazek of Rochester Colony
(Greenbush Twp.) on 20 June 1953,
They were both graduates of Rodney B.
Wilson High School. Shirley was the
homecoming queen of the class of 1953.

They resided in Virginia Beach,
VA, from June 1953 through May 1956
while Gary served in the US Navy at
Oceana, VA. He was a photographer i
an air squadron attached to an aircraft
carrier. After his honorable discharge in
May 1956, they returned to St. Johns, MI,
and built a home on a portion of the
family farm on Price Road, Olive T'wp.
where they lived for over 30 years.

Gary and Shirley had two sons:
Gary Stephen “Steve,” born May 9,
1956, at Virgimia Beach, Norfolk, VA,
and Jeffrey Allan “Jeff,” born at St.
Johns, Aug. 8, 1960. They attended the
one-room Mernthew School on Price
Road, the fourth generation of VanVieets
to do so. Both boys were very active in 4-
H in many project areas and each
achieved the Outstanding 4-H Boy award
w1 their last year as members. Steve and
Jeff are both graduates of the St. Johns
High School. Steve attended MSU and
Jeff attended LCC.

Steve lives in the DeWitt area and
is employed at the Lansing Federal
Automakers Credit Union.

Jeff lives in the St. Johns area and
is employed at E.T.M in Grand Ledge.
He 1s married to Debra Williams. They
have three sons: Mike, Eric, and Andy.
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Gary and Shirley moved to
Higgins Lake, MI, in 1991 after his
retirement from the US Postal Service and
where he served 34 years as a letter carrier.
She retired from the St. Johns Public
Schools. They enjoy their famuly and
travel.

ROBERT AND ARLEITA
VAN VLEET

Robert Francis VanVleet was borm on
Apr. 3, 1913, to Fred and Maude
(Vredenburg) VanVleet. He was a well-
known Ohve Twp. farmer.

Robert married Arleita Belle
Armstrong on June 27, 1932, in St.
Johns, MI. They had six children: Gary
Allan, Bruce Robert, Marlene Alice,
Ronald Frederick, Janet Kay, and
David Rex, all born in Olive Twp. David
passed away 1n June 1943, age 6 months.

In 1958 Robert and Arleita moved
to Higgins Lake, M1, and in 1972 they
moved to the upper peninsula of
Michigan, They spent their summers
there and winters in Anzona.

Robert died July 8, 1990, in
Marquette, MI, age 77. He 1s buried in the
South Bingham Cemetery.

Arleita returned to her home town
of St. Johns 1n 1992 to be near her family
and to renew old foendships. In August
1992 a famuily reunion was held at Adeita’s
new home with all of her children and
their families attending. She spends her
winters in Arizona where she enjoys the
sunshine and old friends. She also enjoys
the company of her special pal, her dog
Boomer.
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