CLINTON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

A community hospital in Clinton County was first
considered at a meeting on 12 January 1926, gnd
an informal organization was set up to explore the
idea. About 50
people attended the
next meeting on 12
April 1926 at which
time the investigating
committee's
recommendations
were approved.

A subscription
and educational
campaign began in
May, reaching both
village and rural
areas. A construction
contract was let in
1926, and during
1927 individuals and
societies volunteered to furnish rooms and various
departments.

On Armistice Day, 11 Nov 1927, Clinton
Memorial Hospital was dedicated to honor the
veterans of all American wars. Items edited from
The Clinton Republican:

25 August 1927
MEN & TEAMS MAKE DIRT FLY
Seventeen Bengal farmers with ten teams and one
St. Johns man with his team made the dirt fly at
the Clinton Memorial Hospital grounds
Wednesday. Grading started Monday when
Charles Bishop, who lives on Mead Street and
C.R. Estes, who lives on the Hartman farm just
north of town, broke ground. A complete survey
had been made by the Clinton County Road
Commission engineers, and Clayton Jones
supervised the work. Wednesday the Bengal
delegation, headed by Chauncey Shaffley and
Fred Knight, together with Mr. Bishop, made up
a big gang and when five o'clock came the grade
in front of the new institution began to take shape.
The grade in front of the building slopes gently
toward Oakland Street, the street grade line being
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determined by several large elm trees

directly in front of the entrance. From the
center, the grade will slope away north and
south, and the
entrance and exit
driveways will be
nearly down to the
Oakland Street
grade. The walk in
the center leading to
the front entrance
will be built with
several steps to the
street level. The
grade will be made
so that people
driving on Oakland
Street and
pedestrians can get
a fine view of the
grounds. A good old-fashioned "filling" dinner
was served at noon to the volunteer Bengal
men on the Frank J. Ward lawn. The Misses
Sue and Mable Durkee, Kate Le Vanseler,
Mrs. Eva Spaulding and Mrs. Frank J.
Ward were the committee from the Woman's
Auxiliary who sérved.

During the afternoon it was found
desirable to remove several Lombard poplar
trees from the south driveway entrance. Cal
Rice and Schuller Marshall made the trip to
the Rice farm and secured a quantity of
dynamite, and the trees were neatly uprooted.

Those from Bengal who furnished teams
were: C.L. Shaffley, Fred Carmack, C.M.
Rice, A.H. Blakeslee, E.E. Sturgis, Oral
Rice, Tim Cressman, Otto Jacobs, and Fay
Williams. Other men who helped were:
Frank Rice, J.A. Mosher, Floyd Rice, Fred
Knight, Will Ellerbrock, Leroy Pope, Ralph
Crowley, and A.B. Phillips.
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