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FIRST U S PRO-FOOTBALL GAME
REMEMBERED
by Betty Jane Minsky

It was a success! What else can [ say ... the 100th
anniversary celebration of the first professional football
game in America which was played in Shepardsville July
4, 1885. Qur anniversary celebration was right to the day
and we've all got Art Wainwright, that down-to-earth
Channel 10 "On The Road" newscaster, to thank for it. It
was he who discovered the 100th anniversary year just
two weeks before the Fourth, and from then on a lots of
folks shifted into high gear.

I've got to share with you how Art discovered it. He
stopped at Clare Alderman's Store at Shepardsville
hoping to "discover what happened there that might have
been historic. In a lot of little towns nothing happens and
I wondered if maybe this was a case of someone driving
over a mouse on M-21 one day and it caused so much
excitement they were still talking about it yet," he said. (I
know he'll deny he told me that,)

Imagine his surprise when Alderman directed him to
a weather-beaten sign out front which indeed noted the
historic game. The Clinton County Historical Society
had placed it there in 1977.

"You need a new sign," Art said when he called me
that night on the phone. "They passed the hat at that first
football game and raised $3 which they split among the
players and that made them pros. Let's get up a game and
pass the hat for a new sign."

I reminded him July 4 was less than 2 weeks away. It
was a Thursday. The papers would be hard pressed to get





















