Among the great chain of events that occured during Mich-
igan's quest for statehood, perhaps none stands out more pron-
inent than the now infamous "Toledo War". This incident has,
over the past one hundred and fifty years, been a subject of
great controversy among historians just as it was a tremendous
controversial issue in the 1830's.

Setting aside the issue of the "war" and all debate that
has proceeded it, DeWitt is proud to hold among its roster of
prominent early pioneers, a veteran of that struggle, Addison
U. Cook.

Addison was born in Bennington Co., Vermont in 1817, a son
of Elisha Cook, Jr. Addison's paternal grandfather, Elisha
Cook, Sr., descended from a pround old New England family which
dated its American beginnings to the 1640's in the colony of
Massachusetts, and his paternal grandmother, Abigail (Williams)
Cook, was a direct descendant of the venerable Roger Williams,
founder of Providence, Rhode Island.

As a child, Addison was brought by his father to the
territory of Michigan where they settled in Salem township,
Washtenaw county. They remained there for several years,
living among numerous other branches of the large Cook family.
It was from Salem that Addison answered the call to arms for
the conflict that would later be known as the "Toledo War".

The war itself has become a source of amusement by later
historians; somewhat of a joke, Perhaps it was viewed as such
at the time by men like Addison Cook; merely a lark mixed with
a bit of adventure. Whatever his opinion at the time, Cook,
then only 18 years of age, took the situation serious enough
to receive the rank of Lieutenant by the young Stevens T. Mason,
then governor of the territory.

Following the war, in 1839, Addison migrated further into
the interior of Michigan, to the wilderness of Clinton county.
It is not recorded if anyone in his immediate family accompanied

him but it is known that many members of his extended family
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(aunts, uncles, and a host of cousins) also settled in the DeWitt
area during this period.

In 1842, Addison married a local DeWitt girl, Antoinette
Alexander and soon after, settled down into a rural.life on
their 80 acre farm in section 31 of Olive township. This union
was blessed with two children, Eddie and Ada.

Antoinette Cook died rather young on November 5, 1857, at
the age of 32 years. Faced the burden of being a single parent,
Addison continued to farm in the DeWitt area amid the security
of friends and family, all of which kindly referred to him as
"Uncle Addison". He died at Lansing on August 6, 1897, at the
home of his daughter Ada (Mrs. Edward H. Bedell). Family sources
state that he was buried in the DeWitt cemetery beside his long
departed wife, although, if true, the grave of this rare veteran
of an important Michigan event, remains unmarked and forgotten,

Maple Rapids Dispatch 1891

The Maple Rapids Mfg. Co. has an order for several hundred boxes
for the Fruit Dryer at Ithaca to pack evaporated fruit in. Also
orders for a number of ironing tables. First settlement in the
County at Maple Rapids, by Geo. Campau for trading post in 1826.
John Cushway preceded Campau in proprietorship but was a tem-
porary resident while Campau became a permanentsettler, entered
government land in Essex Twp. on Nov. 30, 1832. Hiram Benedict
settled in same Twp. about same time. Essex Twp. was approved
Mar. 9, 1843. Geo. Campau first individual land owner in the
Twp. and probably in the county by purchase of NW% NW% Sec 8
Nov. 30, 1832. Did not establish residence there until 1835.
Makitoquet's large band of Indians on Maple River was Chippewas.
Maple Rapids was existing between 1850 and 1860. Trading Post
established by Campau in 1835. Not until 1852 were steps taken
toward founding a village. In 1852 Wm. Hewitt bought 240 acres
of Solomon Moss, built a dam and saw mill, completed in 1853.
During that year he plotted a village, established a store and
was elected supervisor of Essex. In 1867 it was discovered that
the plot had not been placed on record. Was newly surveyed and
replotted, Completed on July 22, 1867,

=T









